MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST NR Eligible: yes
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM no

.’roperly Name:  Francis Martin House Inventory Number:  G-IV-B-162

Address: 1587 Smouse Road City: Oakland Zip Code: 21550
County: Garrett USGS Topographic Map: Deer Park
Owner: Darrell O. Martin, Jr. Is the property being evaluated a district? _ yes
Tax Parcel Number: 20 Tax Map Number: 85 Tax Account ID Number: 16-005169
Assess Visual Effects of Allegheny Heights Windpower

Project:  Facility Agency:
Site visit by MHT Staff: X no _yes Name: Date: o
Is the property located within a historic district?  yes X no

If the property is within a district District Inventory Number:

NR-listed district ~ yes  Eligible district  yes District Name:

Preparer’s Recommendation: ~ Contributing resource_yes ~ no Non-contributing but eligible in another context

If the property is not within a district (or the property is a district)

Preparer’s Recommendation: Eligible yves X no

iteria; XA X B XC D Considerations: A B & D E F G X None

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:

Description of Property and Eligibility Determination: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map and photo)

The Francis Martin House is located south of Smouse Road. The house faces northeast and is sited at the edge of
the roadway on the top of a rise with open agricultural fields surrounding the property. The siting affords distant
views of Backbone Mountain north and south from the front and rear elevations, but the view directly east towards
the mountain is blocked by intervening topography. A hill capped with trees and rising to 2700 feet above mean
sea level is located directly east of the house. The property also has a barn and a modern workshop/shed.

The house was constructed ca. 1890 and appears in this approximate location on the USGS Oakland quadrangle
map surveyed in 1899 and published in 1908 (USGS 1899, 1908). The two-story, three-bay by one-bay, wood-
frame house adopts an L-shaped ground plan with a front-facing projecting gable end, identified as a gable-front
and wing (McAlester 1990:92-93). The front gable features a one-story, polygonal projecting bay on the first story.
The house rests on a rusticated concrete-block foundation. The exterior of the house is clad with vinyl siding.
Horizontal wood siding is still visible on the interior wall of the enclosed front porch. The intersecting gable roofs
are sheathed with standing-seam metal. The eave is sheathed with metal. The central front door is a three-wood
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panel and one light unit. The windows are one-over-one-light, double-hung sash replacement units. The wide
window casings photographed in 1981 are no longer extant. The two-bay front porch has been enclosed with vinyl
siding and a row of one-over-one-light, double-hung sash replacement units. A one-story, enclosed, shed roof
porch on a rusticated concrete-block foundation spans the south elevation.

A mid twentieth-century bank barn is located south of the house (USGS Deer Park 1948). The wood-frame barn
rests on a concrete-block foundation. The wood upper section is clad with vertical wood boards. The bank is
located on the west elevation. The barn is accessed by a bridge and has sliding metal doors.

A large modern metal building is located southwest of the house. The one-story building has metal sided walls and
roof.

The house was identified as the Francis Martin House in the 1981 MIHP form. Francis Martin purchased the
property in 1946 (Garrett County deed 139:222). The property comprised four small parcels that added up to
approximately 28 acres. In 1922, the acreage was sold as a result of a court case between Catherine Miller and
John Miller, et al. as defendants. David Miller purchased both portions of the land from two different owners in
1917 (Garrett County Deed EZT 82:480-481). The acreage comprised small portions of old military lots 888 and
948. This suggests that the house was located on acreage that was subdivided from a former farm and was probably
constructed ca. 1890-ca. 1910.

The house is an example of a gable-front and wing house type (McAlester 1990:92-93) popular during the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The house exhibits many modifications, including synthetic siding and
new windows. The modifications have compromised the integrity of design, materials, and workmanship of this
simply-styled house to illustrate its type, period, or method of construction (Criterion C). The house is not part of a
larger agricultural complex associated with agriculture in Garrett County (Criterion A) in the late nineteenth or
twentieth century. The house is not documented as associated with a significant person in the past (Criterion B).
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G-IV-B-162 ca. 1880

Francis Martin House
Private
Loch Lynn vic.

The Francis Martin House is a two-story, gable-roofed, ell-plan dwelling
with an irregular facade set into the ell. The house rests on a modern
concrete block foundation and is covered by weatherboarding

South of the house is a gable-roofed frame barn.
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K DESCRIPTION G-I\/-B-162

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED Y UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
XGoop __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Francis Martin House is located on the southwest side of Smouse
Road, about one-half mile southeast of Loch Lynn. The house is positioned
directly on the road and is backed by fields.

The house is a two-story, gable-roofed, ell-plan dwelling with an
irregular facade set into the ell. The facade points northeast and is
covered by a one-story, shed-roofed porch. A one-story, three -sided
bay window is positioned on the northeast gable end, and a one-story, hipped-
roofed addition covers thw southwest elevation.

The house rests on a modern concrete block foundation rand is covered
by weatherboarding. The windows are 2/2 sash and have plain board surrounds.
The roof is covered with standing seam metal.

The house has one interior brick stove chimney at the ridge line of
the ell. The facade porch is partically enclosed and screened. The
interior arrangement consists of three rooms on the first floor. South
of the house is a gable-roofed frame barn.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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—RELIGION
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—TRANSPORTATION
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1880

BUILDER/ARCHITECT

unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is a variation of a common Western Maryland type.

Although

the configuration of the house is typical of many houses built in
Garrett County in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, this house is
unusual in its placement of the facade in the ell.
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